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isobars, but that both, the oval form and setting back
of the isobars at one side are due to the axis being tilted
forward towards the word Front

Another theory to account for all these facts supposes
that a cyclone is made of a series of fiat oval horizontal
sections, but that these are not superimposed concentrically
one on the top of the other, but pressed successively more
or less to one side by surrounding influences. In Pig. 2
this shunt would have been towards the rear, instead of
forwards as by the preceding hypothesis.

This view is probably partially correct, though it is
impossible to suppose that the air does not get more or
less inclined upwards at times, for no cyclone is ever
absolutely symmetrical.

We often see the conical revolving cloud of a whirl-
wind or tornado bending about like the trunk of an
elephant, with both a true axial inclination and a certain
amount of sideways shunt. Here, however, the vertical
height is enormously greater than the diameter, which ig
just the opposite to the proportions of a cyclone. Anyhow,
if we suppose that upper winds follow the same laws as
surface-currents with relation to isobars, observations on
cirrus-clouds tend to the belief that the axis of a cyclone
is very often inclined backwards from the direction ia
which the cyclone is moving, as if the surface portion was
going faster than the upper.

This is just the converse of what might have been
expected a priori, that surface friction would retard the
lower portions, so that the axis of the cyclone would have
been inclined forwards. The whole question is, however,
still very obscure.
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